MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
June 24, 2024

Meeting Minutes


The monthly meeting was held on Monday, June 24, 2024, at 7 pm via Zoom platform.
  
Commissioners Present:  William England, Janice Freeman, Candace Groudine, Dr. Suresh Gupta, Suzanne Lofhjelm, Rachel Breslin, Dr. Rahul Jindal, Stephanie Mason, Terri Vann and Nina Weisbroth.
Commissioners Absent: Prof. Okianer Christian Dark and Alejandro Becerra
Guest: Selena Singleton, Office of the Montgomery County Council.
Staff Attended: Director James Stowe, and Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed.
Chairman:
· Chairman William England called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.
· Staff Liaison Anis Ahmed made the roll call.
 
Approvals:
· Meeting agenda was approved by a common consent.
· May 2024 minutes will be put up for approval in the Commission’s July meeting.

Chairman’s Report:
· Status of the OIG Report:
· Commissioners had a lengthy discussion on this agenda.
· Commissioners decided that the HR Commission will write a letter to the County Executive in support of the OHR’s Notes for Response to OIG Report 2024 and 2020 remaining items. Commission Chairman will draft a letter. and he will send it to the other Commissioners for their reviews.
· Human Rights Commission Work Reports from Retreat Updates:
· Retreat Planning Committee Summary and Work Group Sessions:
· Breakout Session: Commissioners had a breakout session in 3 groups to discuss on the work plan as suggested in their Retreat.
· Each group will report their individual group plan in the Commission’s July meeting. 


Director’s Report:
· The County Executive’s appointment of the County Police Chief Marc Yamada was confirmed by the Montgomery County Council. He is a Japanese origin, and the first Asian American hold this position in the County.
· The Montgomery County Board of Education has announced the appointment of the new MCPS Superintendent Dr. Thomas Taylor. Dr. Thomas served in the Virginia’s Stafford County School District prior to this appointment. His appointment is subject to the confirmation of the Montgomery County Council.

Standing Committee Reports and Updates:
· No Report was made due to lack of time.
Miscellaneous Discussions:
· Commissioner Candace Groudine reported that the new ADA regulation has come into effect. She will send new ADA regulations to the Commissioners.
· Commissioner Janice Freeman reported that the subject area of the Human Trafficking will be included in the K to 12 curriculums to educate the youths.
Announcements:
· July 2, 2024, will be observed as the 60th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 at the DoubleTree by Hilton BWI, Linthicum, Maryland. Per person ticket price is $60.00. Guest Speaker is TBA (To be rescheduled to later date to be determined).
· July 20, 2024, will be observed as the 57th Anniversary of the “Open Housing Law” in Montgomery County with a Joint Proclamation, and other activities.
· The IAOHRA Annual Conference will be held from August 14 to 17, 2024, in St Louis, Missouri.
· The Maryland Civil Rights Commission Gala at Maryland Live will be held on August 24, 2024, at 6:30 pm at the 7002 Ann Arundel Mills Circle, Hanover, Maryland 21076. The per person ticket price is $125.00. The Office would like to have a table of 10. Dr. Michael Eric Dyson will be the Guest Speaker of the event.             
Next Meeting:
· Next Virtual Meeting will be held on Monday, July 22, 2024.
Adjourned:
· The meeting adjourned at 9:03 pm.
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