WHEATON URBAN DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Isiah Leggett Ana L. van Balen
County Executive Director

October 16, 2013

Frangoise Carrier

Chair

Montgomery County Planning Board
8787 Georgia Avenue

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Chairwoman Carrier:

The Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee (WUDAC) consists of a
representative cross-section of the Wheaton community, including residents and
homeowners, small businesses, the Wheaton-Kensington Chamber of Commerce, and large
businesses. On behalf of WUDAC, | want to express our appreciation to you and the
Planning Board for extending the time frame for considering an amendment to the Master
Plan for Historic Preservation of the Wheaton Youth Center (31/48), located at 11711 Georgia
Avenue in Wheaton.

WUDAC is pleased to see that the Board has provided for a second hearing and
postponed the work session originally planned for October 17, 2013. Recognition and
preservation of our historic structures is extremely important to the future of our
communities, and the County’s Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A, provides
powerful protection for resources added to the Master Plan. However, such designations do
not occur in a vacuum, which is why it is critical that the process move forward with full,
thorough, and informed public participation. This is particularly important when the location
under consideration by the Historic Preservation staff, at the direction of the Historic
Preservation Commission, does not originate from parties in the community where the
resource is located.

At WUDAC’s monthly meeting held on October 6™, the committee discussed the
proposed historic designation of the Wheaton Youth Center and its potential impact on
plans for a new, updated recreational facility and library for the greater Wheaton area.
WUDAC Members stated their desire to work with the Planning Board to better understand
the potential impact on the recreation center and library project cost and timeline that
accompany the historic designation of the existing structure. While individual WUDAC
Members informally expressed opinions on the designation process and recommendations,
as a group we concluded that WUDAC had neither sufficient time nor information to
formally take a position on the project. In light of that conclusion, we voted to request an



extension of the comment period so that we, and the people of Wheaton affected by this
project, could provide better-informed, definitive input into the amendment process.

Specifically, we request that the second hearing not be held until after November 12,
2013 in order to allow WUDAC the time to formally adopt a position on the proposed
amendment and historic designation of the existing Wheaton Youth Center. WUDAC
additionally requests the November hearing to occur during the evening hours to better
accommodate the majority of the community who want to participate in the discussion and
process. An open, transparent, and convenient process is paramount to ensure the public is
well informed and understands what is at stake regarding the future of the recreational
center and its redevelopment with the library.

Thank you in advance for a serious and thorough consideration of WUDAC’s request.

Sincerely,
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Henriot St. Gerard
Chair
Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee



