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Wheaton Urban District Advisory Committee (WUDAC)
Meeting September 13", 2011
Mid-County Regional Center - 2424 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 20902

Members Present: Jeannette Feldner (chair), Marian Fryer, Matt Barry, Ken Nelson,
William Moore, Janet Yu, Linda Amendt, Jim Onder.
Members Absent: Devala Janardan

Staff Present: Ana Lopez van Balen, Director, Mid-County Regional Center
Pete McGinnity, Wheaton Redevelopment Program
Joe Callaway, Wheaton Urban District
Sidney Cooper, Marketing Manager, Wheaton Urban District

Guests: Beth Chaisson, Green Wheaton.
Call to order: Chair, Jeannette Feldner, 5:09pm

Motions: July meeting minutes were not approved as notetaker had not forwarded them
to the committee. It was agreed they would be approved at next meeting.

Community Concerns: discussion of summer concerts in Wheaton and one complaint
that the noise level was too loud.

Old Business: Discussion about zip code confusion in Wheaton. Areas that are
considered Wheaton, fall under Silver Spring.

Introduction of new Mid-County Director: Ana Lopez van Balen. Ana came from
"Community Bridges"--programming for girls--non-profit.

Redevelopment Report: Pete McGinnity

Major development projects were discussed including:

-The redevelopment of Wheaton continues to be a priority with the County Executive.
The 'General Assessment Development' ¢/ B. F. Saul is moving along. The county is
discussing a building platform over the bus-bay to support 600K SQ. The General
Development Assessment is needed before further planning and construction can begin.
In addition, the Sector Plan went to the County Council at end of July; public hearings
were conducted throughout the community. Some residents brought up environmental
concerns.

-On Sept. 26™, the FED Committee is to meet & say how they will adapt the Sector Plan.
It is expected for this to be adopted in the 1st quarter of 2012. New Sector Plan allows
FAR4 which means they can develop 4X over and above the ground. Sept 16th FED
meeting to discuss "CR" zone. Commercial-Residential Zone must be addressed by
Council before accepting the Sector Plan.

-The Computer Building on Georgia Ave was purchased by the "Lowe Group" for a large
institutional group.



-Avalon Bay property is being bought for primarily residential purposes, and will change
hands quickly. It's met approval with neighbors. Property to be released soon.

-Safeway project is waiting for permits.

-COSTCO--finances are tough.

-Discussion of Purple Line metro. County is focusing on staging.

Marketing Report from the Urban District—Sidney Cooper
-The Wheaton website was discussed as needing redevelopment. The Urban District staff
along with Redevelopment will be conducting a survey to of both businesses and
residents to determine need.
-Future events:
World of Montgomery Oct. 16. Fenton St. marketing helping pick vendors.
Harp and Thistle Celtic Festival this Saturday the 17th, Royal Mile and limerick
Pub going together.
Hispanic History Month mid-Sept to mid-Oct. Local church celebrated with a
three day festival.

Committee Reports:
Arts and Entertainment Committee: discussed the TGIF events attendance,
which was not strong partly due to bad weather this summer.
Litter Control Committee: needs to start again with new priorities and people.
Recommend calling environmental service regarding garbage in back of
Archstone and Computer Bldg.
Business Outreach Committee: Wheaton Civic Association members meeting
with folks to talk about encroachment of business on Amherst thru rezoning.
Wheaton Redevelopment Advisory Committee: wants to start attending
meetings again and vice versa. Meetings are the 3rd Wed. of month at 7pm.

Westfield Update: Matt Barry

-Sales are up with new stores at the mall.

-New tenants include: Ana Mendez University which will be located in the old Circuit
City building; and COSTCO getting demolition permit soon.

-Research on customers to mall state that 25% get there by METRO. Marketing to
different demographics at same time is difficult.

-Discussion emerged about archway needed to connect downtown to mall.

Other business: Beth Chaisson—from Green Wheaton. Clean up on Oct 22nd @
Library and Veteran's park for Community Service Week. GreenWheaton meeting is 4th
Tuesday of month @ 7:00pm. Next meeting is Sept. 27th.

New Business: Gazette wrote article about a teacher at Highland Elementary School that
won recognition. It stated the school is in Silver Spring when it is really in Wheaton.
Discussion emerged about good news associated with Silver Spring and negative news
associated with Wheaton.

Adjourn.



