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Minutes of January 7, 2010 Meeting

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Executive Office Building Auditorium

 

Members attending: Yen-Ju Chen, Charmaine Cruise, Walter Dawson, Joshua Hedaya, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Rayness Mayne, Kennedy Odzafi, Mark Puryear, Jorge Restrepo, Alexander Taku and Johnny Yataco.
Members absent: Tyson Bellamy, Nadine Benton, Arthur Bezwada, Emmanuel Edokobi, Enas Elhanafi, Abdul Karzai, Hans Moore, Grace Spence, and Leslie Moore Vossen.
  

Staff members: Bruce Adams and Lisa Austin
 

Chairman Ismail called the meeting to order at 7 p.m.  
Chair acknowledges her one year tenure.  She is thankful but glad to pass on the baton.  Thank you to Lisa Austin for keeping the minutes and her assistance.  Review of December minutes.  

1) Correction to Lunar Year events – the dates are February 8-21.

2) Correction to name of film

December Minutes approved.

Chair Luby brings the Commission for Women’s many services to the attention of the members.

She was struck by Kennedy’s comments regarding immigrants’ experience of “culture” shock.  She had wanted to have a representative from Commission for Women come to speak at this meeting.  A speaker could not come, so they sent a lot of material.

Commission for Women “touches” a lot of cultures; they have language access provision.

Bruce suggested that CEA should contact Tim Warner in OCP to get information on Neighbors campaign work he is doing.

Bruce mentioned the upcoming February 4 Complete Count Committee meeting as well as the three rallies scheduled to be on March 27.  Bruce discussed the harsh budgetary reality.
The 2010 Census is a way to be of help – “if there wasn’t a Census, I would have invented it.”  Flyers are simple with three key phrases, are in six languages and the numbers will drive a lot of future budget.  The Census is safe, no data will be shared and it’s easy. Our VISTAs are doing tremendous work researching hard-to-count areas, determining who the key people are.  The Committee could be of a lot of help at the upcoming rallies.

Census will be hiring.  Members should check the Census website for dates of hiring start. http://www.census.gov/
Kennedy suggested that each member should organize their communities around the idea of Census.  Give them assurances about safety; provide flyers to put in inserts for churches, mosques, synagogues.
Martin Luther King event of food collection.  The following people volunteered to be at the Germantown Giant:

Charmaine Cruise

Joseph Hedaya

Jorge Restrepo

Johnny Yataco

Upcoming retreat discussion regarding other possible locations than the EOB Auditorium.

Mark Puryear will check with Brookside Gardens; Lisa will check Council Office Building.

Possible Topics for Retreat
· slate of officers

· establish a structure

· shape agenda

Jorge Restrepo provided:
The process for CEA officer election was as follows:
· phone calls and emails inviting committee members to nominate or self nominate were made/sent
· nominations for officers was received but no specific office designations were selected
 

The committee voted unanimously to approve a process as follows:

1-  The list of nominees was to be presented to the committee 
2- The floor is to be opened for additional nominations
3- A process was authorized whereby if all positions were uncontested the election could be made as a slate; otherwise it would need to be conducted on an individual basis via secret ballot. 
4- The committee delegated the designation of offices to the newly elected group of officers.
 

The floor was opened to nominations and no other nominations were accepted by the nominees. 
With officer candidates being uncontested, the slate was presented to the committee for an open vote as a slate.
A unanimous vote was obtained. Officers for the 2010 year were elected.
 

The motion was introduced to task the newly elected slate of officers with designating board officer positions within the group of officers with the facilitation of the nominations designee (Jorge Restrepo). The motion was approved with all votes in favor except one vote against and no abstentions.

Jorge Restrepo gave a brief summary of the success of the Legislative Breakfast.  It was very well attended.  Next year, the CEA should get a table.

One of the outcomes of the breakfast is that the Hispanic Chamber is sending the issues of the community to the Montgomery County Legislation to take to Annapolis.

New Business:

Council Proclamation of Lunar New Year will be on February 9, 2010 at 10:00 at the Council Office Building.  Rayness will represent the CEA.

Notes:  Lisa Austin
