Minutes of April 2, 2009 Meeting

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Office of Community Partnerships

Members in Attendance: Nadine Benton, Mark Puryear, Walton Dawson, Jennifer Freedman, Kimberly Powell, Christy Hoang, Rayness Mayne, Harry Iceland, Irma Hafeez, Chief Taku, Enas Elhanafi, Abdul Karzai, Ghiyath Nakshbendi 

Staff: Bruce Adams, Lisa Austin

Guest: Kareem Nakshbendi

· Acting Chair Nadine Benton called the meeting to order.

· Approval of Minutes from January, February and March.

· Discussion of website concept and what to include led by Walton.

We should be cautious about the information we put out to the public. Members read the CEA vision and mission statements and discussed whether or not we should only include the aspects of these statements that we can/will actually deliver on. Our website should also include a CEA logo and a picture or symbol that describes us and what we do. How many projects can we do given our limitations of time, personal commitments and lack of a budget. Jennifer and Christy suggested that we should not change our mission and vision statements because they coincide with what Mr. Leggett wants. Jennifer also stated that we should also include our projects on the website and proposed that we should decide which segment of the population will be served by our website. Enas offered that the website itself demonstrates a part of our mission for community outreach and can be used as a marketing and teaching tool. Nadine suggested that Walton send his ideas in an email to committee members for our feedback.

· Nadine discussed the plans for the CEA brochure.

· Irma Hafeez announced that she is resigning from the CEA due to other community responsibilities.

· Subcommittee Reports

Immigration: Harry reported that he and Mark met with Richard and viewed half of the footage of the ten interviews from the life of immigrants in Montgomery County. Richard is editing the footage and will choose the most dramatic 20 seconds of each interview and put together a 10 minute segment that Carla will use in her training sessions. We can also upload this footage to our website and on Montgomery County Cable TV. For the future, the next time we do this project we need to be clear on exactly what we want to use the information for so we can better direct the speakers’ stories. We can use these interviews to inform the immigrant communities about programs and outreach to the general community about immigrants in the county.

Rayness reported that there has been a change in the credit union personnel so she will look for a new contact person to continue their project. Rayness had a meeting with the Montgomery County Department of Human Resources and is looking for venues in the community where a spokesperson can address the community about county employment information. The first community meeting will be held at the First Baptist Church in Silver Spring.

Chief Taku reported that he has been away attending meetings around the country and is now back.

Bruce reported that the county would like to continue the World of Montgomery celebration this year but are in need of funds to produce the event. They are currently looking for funding.

· Update on Committee Vacancies led by Bruce Adams.

· Enas gave a report of the events she organized at Montgomery College for Arab American Heritage Month.

· Enas presented a proposal for the CEA. Since everyone is busy and not everyone has time to put into doing events, there is another way of demonstrating results without a project. An idea is to focus on education and have a speaker series. We can open these speeches to the public. We can have a lecture for the first 30 minutes of our meetings and invite the public for this time period and then we can have our meeting afterward. We could also film these speeches and have them shown on Montgomery County cable TV. This will be marketing and outreach for the CEA and also and education program.

· Enas presented a second suggestion that we produce a mini report every quarter letting the county executive, council and public know what issues and concerns the communities had during the quarter. This quarterly summary can be compiled at the end of the year for an annual report.

· The committee decided to discuss these proposals again at the next meeting.

· At the next meeting we will have a speaker from the census.

· The committee acknowledged Ghiyath Nakshbendi for his service as Chairperson for the CEA.

