Approved
Minutes of December 3 Meeting

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Office of Community Partnership

Members Attending:
Tyson Bellamy, Arthur Bezwada, Yen-Ju Chen, Charmaine Cruise, Walton Dawson, Emmanuel Edokobi, Enas Elhanafi, Joshua Hedaya, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Hans Moore, Kennedy Odzafi, Jorge Restrepo, Lesley Moore Vossen

Members Absent:
Tiffany Heath, Harry Iceland, Mark Puryear,  Grace Spence, Chief Taku, Anna Forbes Towns and Johnny Yataco
Staff Members:
Lisa Austin
Meeting Called by Chair

Reviewed and approved November 5 meeting minutes.

Hand-out - Understanding Diversity Through the Art with request for CEA participation.  
· Consensus - CEA should support it

· Get more information

· Talk with Mark Puryear

· Talk with Siham

· How is MCPS involved

Planning Lecture Series – Luby and Walton have met with Grace and Harry.  Idea to do a film about Islam discussed.  Walton has been out of the country so it’s been on hold.  Monthly lectures would be too much; quarterly.  Rockville Library for film and lectures.  Leslie Vossen feels there has to be someone leading 

Emmanuel Edokobi feels that a film about Islam is religion rather than culture.  He strongly feels that these lecture should only center on cultural issues.  He feels that we need to adhere to “separation of church and state.”  He said everyone is stereotyped – this is normal.  He said “Nigerians are stereotyped as criminals” this is an example of cultural information.
Enas Elhanafi suggests that maybe a survey needs to be done to see how religion and culture are tied.  Leslie agrees, they are intertwined.  We already know a lot about Latin America.
Kennedy Odzafi wants to know who will benefit from such a film.  Culture for him means how is, as an example, an India family compared to an American family, how would such a family adjust to American way of life – what do immigrants have in common.

Luby Ismail felt that perhaps because of the current events, the film “What is Islam” could shed light on the culture.  She said it is not a film about religion.

Josh Hedaya thinks this type of film has relevance to educate the larger community.  Why not vote up/down on ideas.
Jorge Restrepo – the message of multiple perspectives such as how to adjust from one culture to another is what needs to be accomplished.  Drilling down to lack of tolerance.

Tyson Bellamy – this committee has a problem with execution, not with ideas.  The committee – “should be a tag along to events that are already happening.”

Hans Moore – agrees with Tyson, the committee should “piggy back” on events.

· Decide on a goal

· There is too much discussion

· Religion and culture are tied in some cultures

To Do
Charmaine Cruise wants:

· Information on how to support UDTA

· A survey should be developed 

· A survey of possible topics could be a way to set goals

· Lunar Year Event – 2/1-2/28

· Subcommittees should meet to do pertinent events to it – discuss there not at CEA meeting.

Retreat – Bruce had suggested a date in January; find his email and go with that date.  Plan to select CEA officers at retreat.  Jorge volunteered to put slate together of possible officers for January meeting.
Subcommittees Report – Jorge will provide us with the information on the Minority Legislative Breakfast on December 18, 2009.

Meeting adjourned

Notes:  Lisa Austin

