Draft Minutes of May 7, 2009
 

Minutes of May 7, 2009 Meeting

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Executive Office Building Auditorium

 

Members attending: Tyson Bellamy, Walton Dawson, Enas Elhanafi, Jenny Freedman, Lobna Ismail, Rayness Mayne, Kennedy Odzafi, Mark Puryear, Jorge Restrepo, Grace Spence, Anna Forbes Town and Lesley Moore Vossen.
 

Members excused: 
Nadine Benton, Emmanuel Edokobi, Chau (Christy) Hoang and Harry 



Iceland
Members absent:
Michael Friedman, Tiffany Heath, Abdul Karzai, Kimberly Powell and Chief Taku
Guest:


Althea Grey-McKenzie and Godson Amenumey
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Karla Silvestre and Lisa Austin
 

Chairman Ismail called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

Minutes of January 8 and April 2 meeting
The Committee approved the minutes of the January 8 and April 2nd  meeting. 
Subcommittee:
Chair requests introduction by Mark Puryear of presenters:

Richard Turner- 
Access Montgomery
Donna Keating - 
Cable CCM

Donna Keating:

How can the CEA plug into some of their programming:
· Comcast

· Verizon

· CCM

· They handle announcements of import, example:  H1N1 they went live with information on schools closings with Jerry Weast and County Executive Leggett.
· Cover special events such as Inaugural

· PSAs
· Council Session in English and Spanish

· Close captioning is important:

· Helps children and adults to read

· Comprehension
· Fluency

· Literacy
CCM -  Part of Mr. Leggett’s mission of inclusiveness:
*Essential Value

*Collaboration

*”doing more with less”
Richard Turner:   Access Montgomery “facts”:
· Started in 1984
· Many households are reached
· Cable mandates them by franchise
· They offer classes - are inexpensive
· Production airtime is free for anyone wanting to broadcast a program
· Facilities- comparable to any TV medium
· Mobile capabilities

· Generate local programming

· 15,000 volunteers have donated hours

· Youth, Arts, Community, Faith.- wide range of variety

· No control over content

· Balance of views reflective of community

· Visit website
Questions & Answers:
Kennedy Odzafi:  How can an organization can get involved?
A:
· Produced by community 
· If you do not have equipment, training will be provided at no cost

· 3-4 month planning

Karla Silvestre:
 Who does Dona Keating work for?
A:
       -   Dona works for Executive

       -   PIO – for the rest of us

Karla Silvestre says this is good use to promote cultures; CEA could do interview type shows monthly

Monthly programs:

 “Celebrate Diversity” (Team goes to event to cover it); “Montgomery County Comments” -13 minutes of airtime, two guests – shot in studio (4 different hosts)

“Coming Attractions” – jointly with MCT-Access Montgomery-might take 6 weeks to book

Lesley Moore Vossen
- Counter programming against hate speech

Richard Turner 

-  Unless content is illegal they broadcast

Website has listings with all details regarding a particular community at County’s website
Mark Puryear – World of Montgomery Festival – use both mediums

“Montgomery Week in Review” – CEA, create a partnership, looking for these “regular” series-broader spectrum

Chair Luby Ismail
Strongly urges sub-committees and members to:
-check in with subcommittees

-get involved

-think strategically to use this programming

-wide reach – put on web (form exploratory committee) Richard will facilitate

-resources available

Walton Dawson 

– put information on OCP website

-be productive

-be more effective

Althea Grey-McKenzie provided information and asked for participation in the Wheaton Library event for Caribbean Heritage Month starting with the Kick-Off on June 6, 2009 Summer Reading Program by helping with signage, food.  A lot of turn out expected.
Mark Puryear- feels like CEA needs to connect the dots

· Brochure-retail shops

· Website

· Cable

· Help w/design PIO – Nadine
Immigration
-Lesley Moore Vossen please provide me with information that she spoke of 

WOM Interviews – (Harry will have to update the group)

Political and Economic Empowerment

-Rayness Mayne reported that there is no venue for the June 6 Credit Union program her subcommittee was planning.

New business
Jenny Freedman
- Crisis in Montgomery County budget for Health Initiatives in the African American, Latino, African.  Final vote is on Monday.  Flood County Council with e-mails.

She will look into:

-Twice per month – naturalization events in Baltimore

-Registering new citizens to vote

-Montgomery County-naturalization “event”, invite a judge to perform ceremony, televise
Chair – Admonishes that no participation by Committee members

Jorge Restrepo 

· Feels we need more direction

· A lot of ambiguity

· Define how an individual can participate within subcommittees
· Subcommittees need to make these decisions

· Do one or two things rather than trying to do too much

Mark Puryear
· It is a challenge for “us” to organize - plug into events already happening

· bring people from Credit Unions to Heritage Events

Kennedy Odzafi
· This committee is for “ideas” and OCP executes ideas

Leslie Moore Voseen

· Not possible to be event driven
· Limited time to create

· Effort of whole group for one event

Enas Elhanafi
· Create a calendar of events 6 months to one year
· Provide retreat minutes
· Provide minutes of meeting with County Executive 2/23 
Bruce Adams
· Focus on the value ethnic community have brought to the County 
Anna Forbes Towns

· Table Rayness’ event to further discussion another date

Jorge Restrepo
· Credit Union event does not belong in this group

Motion – Yes to going to Buddist Church

Bruce Adams
· Sister Cities Kick-off
· Participate – June 4th

Members:
· Moves that the Committee meet for 45 minutes

· Problem because substantive part of event is at the end

· Do this as meeting in place of our meeting
Lisa Austin reported on CEA vacancies- there are five (5)

1. Deepak Bansal

2. Josefina Beck

3. Irma Hafeez

4. Ghiyath Nakshbendi

5. Terry Vann

Notes:  Lisa Austin 

