APPROVED June 5, 2008
Minutes of May 1, 2008
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Executive Office Building Auditorium
 
Members attending: Deepak Bansal, Josefina Beck, Nadine Benton, Walter Dawson, Emmanuel Edokobi, Jenny Freedman, Michael Friedman, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kennedy Odzafi, Mark Puryear, Jorge Restrepo, Grace Spence, Alexander Taku, Anna Forbes Towns, Terry Van, and Lesley Vossen.

Members excused: Enas Elhanafi.
  
Members absent: Irma Hafeez, Tiffany Heath, Christy Hoang, and Kimberly Powell.
  
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Nguyenminh Chau, Lily Qi, and Tim Warner.
 
Members began with an informal reception and light dinner to greet the new members at 6:30 p.m.
 
At 7 p.m., subcommittees began their meetings.
 
Full Committee Meeting
Chairman Ghiyath Nakshbendi called the full committee to order at 8:10 p.m. He thanked Jenny Freedman for organizing the dinner reception, welcomed the new members, and welcomed back Kennedy Odzafi who had missed several meetings due to illness.
  
Approval of Minutes of April 3, 2008 meeting
Action: Committee approved the minutes of the April 3, 2008 meeting.
 
Approval of Reorganization of Subcommittees
Action: The Committee discussed various options for streamlining subcommittees and agreed to:
(1)   Combine the Culture and Humanities Subcommittee with the Community Relations Subcommittee to be chaired by Nadine Benton with a new name of Cultural & Community Outreach Subcommittee; and
(2)    Combine the Political Education and Involvement Subcommittee with the Economic Empowerment Subcommittee to be chaired by Rayness Mayne with a new name of Economic & Political Empowerment Subcommittee.
The Immigration Subcommittee chaired by Harry Iceland will continue as before.
 
Subcommittee Reports
       Cultural & Community Outreach Subcommittee
Program One: Interfaith Dialogue/Conference/Leadership Summit
Audience: One clergy and one lay leader per congregation and top Leggett Administration officials;
Program: Big-time speaker; food break; table talk (with set of key questions);
Follow-up: Five regional meetings? Leadership Summit? Houses of Worship Tour?
 
Program Two: World of Montgomery Festival
When & Where: Sunday November 2 in Wheaton in and around Gilchrist Center;
Role of CEA: six booths to educate participants about the different cultures represented in Montgomery County; material culture; interactive for children; hand-outs on CEA and immigration;
Who: Lesley, Emmanuel, Nadine, & Grace;
 
Traditional Programs of the Subcommittee: 200 people attended April 25 Muslim Women in the Arts program; Understanding Diversity Through the Arts program scheduled for May 29 at the Takoma Park campus of Montgomery College.
 

       Economic & Political Empowerment Subcommittee
Program One: Employment/Reentry to the workplace;
 
Program Two: Entrepreneurship/Connecting Business & Resources/Providing Incentives;
 
Program Three: Foreclosure;
 
Program Four: Political Empowerment/Civic Education & Awareness/Participation.
 

       Immigration Subcommittee
Speakers Bureau: “Immigrant Experiences in Montgomery County”
Audience: members of civic and service organizations
Venues: presentations at civic and service organizations like Rotary and Kiwanis;
Process:
(1)   outreach to potential speakers (Fina);

(2)    outreach to potential venues (Harry);

(3)    book the speakers (Harry/Fina);

(4)    provide guidelines/sample bios (Jenny);

(5)    prepare for Q & A (Jenny);

(6)    provide general information about immigrant services (Chief/Abdul).

 
Future Meetings
Bruce Adams confirmed that Martin Ford of the Maryland Office for New Americans will be able to attend the June 5 meeting at Gilchrist Center.
 
Update on Process to Fill Vacancies
Bruce Adams said that County Executive Leggett has nominated Tyson Bellamy and that his confirmation prior to the June 5 meeting would bring the Committee to its full membership of 26.
 
New Business 
(1)   Emmanuel Edokobi asked about the budget for the Committee for Ethnic Affairs. Chair Nakshbendi explained that the Committee has limited funds and needs to find sponsors for programs. Bruce Adams suggested thinking about partners, noting that this year we have partnered with Montgomery College on our Understanding Diversity Through the arts program. Jenny Freedman pointed out that many restaurants are willing to donate food. Chair Nakshbendi pointed out that Jenny Freedman is a fundraising expert and suggested she might do a Fundraising 101 seminar for Committee members.
(2)   Rayness Mayne reminded us that June is Caribbean Heritage Month.
(3)   Lily Qi said that May is Asian Pacific Heritage Month. She explained how she has organized a program that will not require any County government dollars by raising money from 15 community organizations and partnering with the Cities of Gaithersburg and Rockville.
(4)   Chair Nakshbendi said the County government should provide food for CEA meetings. Bruce Adams explained that that was unlikely in the near term because of severe budget constraints.
(5)   Chair Nakshbendi said that the Committee is relatively unknown and needs to market itself. Emmanuel Edokobi suggested a CEA newsletter.
 
Chair Ghiyath Nakshbendi reminded Committee members that the next regular meeting of the Committee will be on June 5, 2008 at the Gilchrist Center and adjourned the meeting at 9 p.m.
 
Future Meetings: June 5, September 4, November 6, and December 4. Saturday October 4 retreat from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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