APPROVED December 4, 2008
 
Minutes of November 6, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Executive Office Building Auditorium
 
Members attending: Tyson Bellamy, Nadine Benton, Walter Dawson, Enas Elhanafi, Irma Hafeez, Christy Hoang, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kimberly Powell, Mark Puryear, Jorge Restrepo, Grace Spence, Anna Towns, Terry Van, and Lesley Vossen.
 
Member excused: Emmanuel Edokobi and Kennedy Odzafi.
 
Members absent: Deepak Bansal, Josefina Beck, Jenny Freedman, Michael Friedman, Tiffany Heath, and Alexander Taku.
  
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Lily Qi, and Tim Warner.
 
Guest: Anna Andersen (CASA de Maryland).
 
Chairman Nakshbendi called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and introduced the guest speaker. 
 
The New Americans Initiative
Anna Andersen, a VISTA at CASA de Maryland, made a presentation on The New Americans Initiative. She explained that 100,000 of 200,000 legal residents holding green cards in Maryland today are eligible for citizenship. The ten member organizations of the Maryland New Americans coalition are bringing together nonprofits and faith groups to encourage people to become citizens and to provide support for those who apply. Anna said more citizenship preparation classes like those offered by the Gilchrist Center are needed. The application costs $675. It takes 18-24 months to obtain citizenship. The citizenship test includes the ability to speak English. The coalition is working to: (1) get the Governor to adopt a New Americans Initiative modeled on the Illinois Executive Order creating a one-stop-stop for assistance; and (2) develop an AmeriCorps program to provide staff support. Anna informed the Committee that CASA de Maryland’s multicultural center in Langley Park will be open in one year. She said that 30% of the people served by CASA de Maryland are African.
 
Minutes of September 4 & October 4, 2008 meetings
Bruce Adams explained that the members have copies of the minutes of September 4 and October 4 meetings and requested any changes be sent to him in advance of approval by the Committee at the December 4 meeting.
 
Reflections on the 2008 World of Montgomery Festival
There were expressions of praise for the First Annual World of Montgomery Festival held on Sunday November 2, 2008 in Wheaton. The Festival was a revival of the former Ethnic Heritage Festival and several CEA members took leadership roles. Walton Dawson said that more planning was needed to get more sponsors and that communications needed to be improved. He was disappointed at the lack of items from India which he could have supplied. Mark Puryear said we need to provide better lighting in the International Village and an improved sound system. He suggested that the event be moved to October and that consideration be given to moving the event around the County. Terry Vann said the setting and the entertainment were good, that the young volunteers were excellent and that the food was affordable. He was impressed with the nonprofit groups, but disappointed with the attendance. He called it a good first effort; something to build on. Irma Hafeez said that the event was wonderful. She said communication was not great and that the weekend before a major election is not a good time. She suggested it would be better to have just one stage and that the International Village needed a banner. Harry Iceland reported that the CEA Immigration Committee helped coordinate a “Share Your Story” video booth in the Gilchrist Center. Chairman Nakshbendi said it was well organized and felt comfortable. Rayness Mayne said it was a wonderful event that will improve with better communication. The International Village needed a floor plan, more tables, and better lighting. 
 
Subcommittee Reports
Jorge Restrepo suggested that each Subcommittee follow-up on the work done at the October Retreat. Chairman Nakshbendi asked the Subcommittees to meet before the December 4 meeting.
2008 Annual Report
Chairman Nakshbendi noted that it will be tough to get funding in the budget in these difficult times. He asked each Subcommittee to report in two weeks with content for the 2008 Annual Report.
 
Nominating Committee
Chairman Nakshbendi explained that a Nominating Committee was needed to propose officers and members of the Executive Committee for action at the December 4 Committee meeting. He asked for volunteers and appointed Tyson Bellamy, Jorge Restrepo, and Lesley Vossen to join him on the Nominating Committee.
 
New Business  
1. Walton Dawson announced that he will resign from the Committee. He expressed concern about how the meetings have been conducted and disappointment that he was not able to work in cultural education, his area of expertise.
 
2. Enas Elhanafi pointed to the serious issue of how Muslims and Arabs were attacked in the recent national election and asked how the Committee could contribute to improving understanding. Jorge Restrepo suggested town hall discussions. Tim Warner said that people need to get to know each other better and noted that our “Faithfulness Together” meeting on Sunday, November 16 would provide an opportunity. Lesley Vossen pointed out that Colin Powell held dinners at the State Department to bring people together. Luby Ismail and Irma Hafeez pointed to December as a month where all the major religions share holidays. Terry Vann said that if we want to be relevant, we need to deal with prejudice. We need continuing dialog to enable us to know people as individuals. Christy Hoang pointed out that music is the universal language.
 
Chairman Nakshbendi asked members to send him items for the next agenda and reminded Committee members that the next regular meeting of the Committee will be on December 4. He adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
 
 
2009 Meetings of Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Thursday January 8, 2009 
Thursday February 5, 2009
Thursday March 5, 2009
Thursday April 2, 2009
Thursday May 7, 2009
Thursday June 4, 2009 
Thursday September 10, 2009 (note: first Thursday is before Labor Day)
Saturday October 10, 2009 (note: retreat from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
Thursday November 5, 2009 
Thursday December 3, 2009
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