APPROVED December 4, 2008
 
Minutes of September 4, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
VisArts Metropolitan Center for the Visual Arts
 

Members attending: Tyson Bellamy, Nadine Benton, Josefina Beck, Walter Dawson, Enas

Elhanafi, Jenny Freedman, Irma Hafeez, Tiffany Heath, Christy Hoang, Harry Iceland,

Rayness Mayne, Ghiyath Nakshbendi, Kennedy Odzafi, Kimberly Powell, Mark Puryear, Jorge

Restrepo, Anna Towns, and Lesley Vossen.
 
Member excused: Emmanuel Edokobi, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Grace Spence, and Terry

Vann.
 
Members absent: Deepak Bansal, Michael Friedman, and Alexander Taku.
  
Staff members: Bruce Adams, Lisa Austin, Lily Qi, Kathleen Stobie, and Tim Warner.
  
Chairman Nakshbendi called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and introduced Kathleen

Meaney Stobie, Office of Community Partnerships. 
 
2008 World of Montgomery Festival
Bruce Adams explained that the World of Montgomery Festival is a revival of the Ethnic

Heritage Festivals held in the 1990s but discontinued five or six years ago. Kathleen Stobie said the event will be held in Wheaton in the streets around the Gilchrist Center on Sunday, November 2. LEDC, the Arts & Humanities Council, and the County government are the lead partners. Kathleen explained that the area was selected to give more exposure to the Gilchrist Center. She said there will be ethnic food and entertainment. There will be tents for nonprofits and government agencies. She handed out materials explaining fundraising and marketing opportunities. Kathleen explained that there will be a large tent for an International Village that will showcase diverse cultures. There will be taping for a “What’s Your Story” video documentary at the Gilchrist Center. Bruce emphasized the opportunity to educate the public about the diverse cultures that have come to Montgomery County and encouraged the members of the Committee for Ethnic Affairs to get involved in planning the International Village displays.
 
After a break for dinner (delayed in respect for Ramadan), Committee members met in small groups to discuss the roles they could play in supporting the World of Montgomery Festival. 
 
Minutes of June 5, 2008 Meeting
Action: The Committee approved the minutes of the June 5, 2008 meeting.
 
Subcommittee Reports
Cultural & Community Outreach: Nadine Benton reported that the Subcommittee submitted a draft workplan to the Chairman in July. 
Political & Economic Empowerment: Former Subcommittee Chair Ghiyath Nakshbendi explained that he had contacted two companies and that the Subcommittee needed to find a new approach.
Immigration: Harry Iceland reported that some progress had been made on a Speakers Bureau about the life of immigrants in Montgomery County. 
 
New Business
1. Mark Puryear reported that the Arts & Humanities Council is developing a roster of artists and scholars. He asked for lists of community groups that would value the roster.
2. Tim Warner passed out save-the-date postcards for the “Faithfulness Together” dialog that will be held November 16, 2008. He asked Committee members to sign-up to be note takers and facilitators.
 
Annual October Retreat
Jorge Restrepo asked when the Committee did its strategic planning. Bruce Adams explained that the Committee’s annual retreat was coming up on Saturday October 4. Chairman Nakshbendi said the Committee can not be passive and stated that ideas should come from the members and not from the staff. He asked for volunteers and appointed Nadine Benton, Tyson Bellamy, Jorge Restrepo, and Anna Towns to serve on a Planning Committee for the October 4 Committee Retreat.
 
Chairman Nakshbendi adjourned the meeting at 9 p.m.
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