 
Minutes of June 3, 2010 Meeting

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Executive Office Building Auditorium

 

Members attending: Walter Dawson, Enas Elhanafi, Harry Iceland, Rayness Mayne, Kennedy Odzafi, Mark Puryear, Lisa Carvallo, and Leslie Moore Vossen. 

Members absent: Tyson Bellamy, Emmanuel Edokobi, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Hans Moore, Jorge Restrepo, Alexander Taku, Arthur Bezwada , Charmaine Cruise, Joshua Hedaya and Johnny Yataco.
  
OCP Staff members: Lisa Austin
 

Chairwoman calls the meeting to order:  7:00 pm, and welcomed everyone.

Harry Iceland:


Thanked Chairwoman and Lisa Austin for the help with the Steve Roberts lecture series.  There was a nice turn out.  Mr. Roberts did a great job – spoke with a lot of memory directly from his book.  Harry commented that Mr. Roberts handled the lady who raised the question regarding the Constitution.

Enas Elhanafi:

Thanked the planning committee and OCP staff for their support of the program, the library, the college, Montgomery TV and OCP Newsletter dissemination of the event date. She indicated that she has sent a thank you letter to Mr. Roberts in behalf of the CEA Committee.
Harry Iceland:

Embassies have reached out to CEA – we can tap into that.  Invite them to tell us what services they provide.
Mark Puryear:

He will post on CEA Facebook account regarding the Smith Folk Life Festival.  Bruce and Mark met with Manny Hidalgo of LEDC regarding the World of Montgomery.  Money is still an issue.  Discussed combining World of Montgomery with Magical Montgomery-mission is separate.  Magical Montgomery is a Silver Spring event.

Enas Elhanafi:

Has no report from Walton Dawson or Chief Taku regarding technology matters; Arthur Bezwada will look into calendaring events using Google calendar.  Brochure – no changes as yet.  

Enas spoke to Bruce regarding the Councils’ proposal and wrote a letter detailing the need for OCP and her opposition to this proposal.  Provide proposal for RSCs/OCP – hold a meeting at an RSC.

Rayness Mayne:

She will post on FB the upcoming Caribbean events.

Everyone shared about their own background/culture and what foreign countries have any of us visited.

Rayness asked some questions regarding the Councils’ proposal to perhaps do away of OCP and/or combine with Regional Services Centers.  Bruce will meet with the Caribbean Advisory Group to explain.  She thanked Enas for informing the committee with this issue that she wasn’t aware of otherwise and in acting immediately on behalf of the CEA committee, defending the OCP by sending letters to the County Council president and its members. She is also appreciative to the Council response to providing more time to the OCP and the regional offices to come up with a plan.
Lisa Carvallo:

Are we a body that supplied policy issues to the Executive?  She would like CEA to advise the Executive regarding immigration issues.  There was a discussion about that. Enas explained that it is part of the Committee’s mission is to advise the county executive and County council about polices, services and any issues that related to ethnic affairs.   There is a new Council “Maryland Council for New Americans”, is chaired by our own county Executive, Mr. Leggett.  Enas suggested inviting Karla Silvestre, who deals with” New Immigrant Issues”, as a sparker in one of the upcoming committee’s meetings to provide us with update on this topic. 

Kennedy:

OCP has to be defended – as it is now – it touches the community.  RSCs reach people only where they live “Very diffirent missions”.  OCP has brought more to the community from the government.  “We have a role to play” – collaborate.    There was a discussion concluded by a decision to invite Bruce to define OCP and RSC missions.

 Adjournment

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm

Notes:  Lisa Austin

Attached is the meeting agenda

Montgomery County, Maryland

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING AUDITORIUM

101 Monroe Street

Rockville, MD  20850

Agenda
June 3rd, 2010
	7:00 PM
	Call to Order & Welcome


	Chair, Enas Elhanafi

	7:05 PM
	Approve minutes of:
-   March 7, 2010 meeting 
-  May 6, 2010 meeting
	The Full Committee

	7:10 PM
	Groups Report 


	Groups Leaders and  The Full Committee

	7:40 PM
	CEA Retreat (October)
	The Full Committee

	7:55 PM
	Community Events Calendar 
 Follow-up and Update
 - Heritage Months (May & June)
 - Other Community Events
	The Full Committee

	8:20 PM
	Membership Update
	Enas Elhanafi & Lisa Austin (OCP) 

	8:25PM
	New Business 


	The Full Committee

	8:30 PM
	Adjourn
	Chair, Enas Elhanafi


