Minutes of March 4, 2010

Montgomery County Committee for Ethnic Affairs

Members Attending: Tyson Bellamy, Arthur Bezwada, Yen-Ju Chen, Walton Dawson, Enas Elhanafi, Josh Hedaya, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Rayness Mayne, Kennedy Odzafi, Grace Spence, Lesley Moore Vossen
Members Absent:  Abdul Karzai, Hans Moore, Jorge Restrepo, Mark Puryear, Nadine Benton,  Emmanuel Edokobi, Alexander Taku, Charmaine Cruise and Johnny Yataco
OCP Staff Members: Bruce Adams and Lisa Austin

Guests: Councilmember Dutch Trachtenberg, Naomi Bloch, Community Liaison for Councilmember Trachtenberg 
Meeting Called by Chair, Enas Elhanafi, and started with the following items on the agenda:

· Welcome
Guest Speaker, Councilmember Dutch Trachtenberg

After asking the Committee members to introduce themselves, Councilmember Trachtenberg spoke about her own background, especially her interest in health and special education issues.  She noted that the County has a huge budget deficit which will require hard choices in terms of funding cuts.  Her funding priorities are education, public safety, and a social safety net.  She emphasized the importance of social service delivery and gave the Family Justice Center, which provides a variety of legal and counseling services centering on domestic violence issues, as an example of a County program that is effective in this respect.  Councilmember opened to CEA members’ questions:
Lesley Vossen: Has recent snow removal worsened the budget situation?

Councilmember Trachtenberg: No yet, but it could be a problem in the future.

Walton Dawson:  There are some unnecessary, duplicative programs; what cuts are going to be made?
Councilmember Trachtenberg: People realize that some cuts are necessary.  CountyStat is an assessment tool that the County uses to assess services and identify and remove wasteful programs.  The public can participate by going to the Council website, attending Council meetings, using the phone line to make suggestions.  
Kennedy Odzafi:  Mental health issues are important in the immigrant communities because of the stigma attached to seeking help.

Councilmember Trachtenberg:  This issue is especially important to her.  Passage of the pending "Ten cents make sense" legislation would raise the State tax on alcohol and dedicate the funds to programs dealing with mental health, disabilities, and addictions.
Leslie Vossen:  The County needs a better clearing house to locate County services, including a user-friendly webpage.
Councilmember Trachtenberg:  We are trying to create a centralized response system with a single 311 telephone number to call for those who are trying to find a particular County service.  This will include a way for foreign language speakers to get help.

Enas Elhanafi: Thanked Councilmember for taking the time to meet with CEA Committee members. Also, she expressed appreciation for Councilmember effort in reaching out to the Committee. In addition, she welcomed such opportunity of collaboration.

Approve minutes for February 4, 2010 CEA meeting

Enas Elhanafi: Asked for review and approval of minutes for February 4, 2010, CEA meeting by general committee. 
Committee action: Minutes for February 4, 2010, CEA meeting unanimously approved

Update on Meeting with County Exec Tuesday, February 23 
Chairwoman provided an overview on the meeting with County Executive. Mr. Leggett inquired about the status of a previous proposal creating a monthly “World of Montgomery” Cable program to reach out to the community.  Bruce Adams is facilitating the communication with the Public Information Office to meet with committee members to discuss the suggestion and propose a plan. 

Group reports
There are no reports from World Montgomery Festival and the Multicultural Contest groups

Josh Hedaya: Just returned from travel, will be discussing plans with Bruce Adams, committee members

The Community Conversation group provided a report and they are working on the first lecture on May.

Harry Iceland:
A date for the first program in the Community Conversation series, a talk by journalist/professor Steven Roberts, will be available shortly. 

Grace Spence:
Dottie Lee is recommended is also recommended as a speaker for this series.  She can lead a seminar on cross cultural communication at one of the County libraries.

Technology Group: 

Enas Elhanafi:   Facebook page was created for the CEA. All members were assigned administrators for the page; members were encouraged to visit the page and post any events/news that they may receive and they think it will be help the community members. 


Arthur Bezwada:  is going to send instructions to use the Google calendar among the members and to use the Google docs (documents) as well. 


Enas Elhanafi:   A new design for CEA brochure was suggested by Johnny. No feedback received. Lisa Austin will arrange for uploading the brochure on the website.


 Partnerships & Outreach group: 

Chairwoman gave an overview on her meeting with Dr. Clarice Somersall, Interim Vice President for Academic Initiatives and Partnerships, Montgomery College. She would like very much to spend time with the committee members to inform CEA members about the partnerships that are going between MCPS/College/Universities at Shady Grove/other MD schools. Members agreed to have Dr. Somerall as our speaker for May meeting.


Community events calendar (Update & Upcoming Events) 

Update:
Rayness Mayne:  Reported on the activities that attended. 

Enas Elhanafi:  Submitted an update on Chair activities during the previous month (attached).
Chair recommended for each member to list all monthly activities to be included in the minutes to save meetings time as it will be difficult to cover all activities during the meetings. Also, it will serve as helpful resource for the CEA annual report. 

 Luby Ismail: Attended a meeting with Impact Silver Spring and she gave an overview on of their projects. The IMPACT Silver Spring Neighbors Campaign appears to be successful in its efforts to build a sense of community.  We can find out more about this program on its web site.  CEA members can volunteer (as she is doing).  
 Upcoming events: 
 - Women History Month (March): There are events at Montgomery College and Rockville library
- Arab American Heritage Month (April): Lisa Austin will inform committee members with County’s proclamation date.  The opening event for Montgomery’s College program is scheduled on Wed April 7th at 12noon at the Rockville campus. Members are encouraged to attend to represent the CEA committee in both events.

Enas Elhanafi:  It is important that committee members attend committee sponsored events.   We will get dates for Arab American Heritage Month events to circulate.
Arthur Bezwada: We will circulate an email concerning the events calendar.
Status of membership renewal
There is no new information.  The deadline for recruiting new members has been extended. Committee members can recommend potential members and the County will continue its recruiting efforts.

New business

Enas Elhanafi:  Dr. Clarice Somersall, Vice President for Academic Initiatives and Partnerships at Montgomery College, can speak at the May CEA meeting (There was general agreement to accept this proposal).  
Bruce Adams: Informed the CEA members about a rally on March 27 for Censes on Gaithersburg, Silver Spring.  Chair asked Bruce to obtain the information to post on Facebook page, and encouraged members to attend.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Attached is the meeting agenda
Montgomery County, Maryland

Committee for Ethnic Affairs

EXECUTIVE OFFICE BUILDING AUDITORIUM

101 Monroe Street

Rockville, MD  20850

Agenda

March 4, 2010

	7:00 PM
	Call to Order & Welcome


	Chair, Enas Elhanafi

	7:05 PM
	Guest Speaker
	Councilmember  Dutch Trachtenberg

	7:30 PM
	Approve minutes of:
-  Feb 4 , 2010 meeting
-  CE meeting Feb 23, 2010 
	The Full Committee

	7:40 PM
	Update on Meeting with County Exec Tuesday, February 23

	Enas Elhanafi and   Attended Members  

	7:50 PM

	Group Reports
	Group Leaders 

	8:15 PM
	Community Events Calendar 
 Follow-up and Update
- Women History Month
- Arab American Heritage Month
- Neighbors Campaign 
	The Full Committee

	8:25 PM
	New Business 

· Propose agenda items for April meeting
~ Speaker for May meeting: 
Dr. Clarice Somersall, Interim Vice President for Academic Initiatives and Partnerships, Montgomery College 


	The Full Committee

	8:30 PM
	Adjourn
	Chair, Enas Elhanafi
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