Minutes of February 7, 2008 Meeting
Committee for Ethnic Affairs
Office of Community Partnerships
 
Members attending: Mumin Barre, Josefina Beck, Nadine Benton, Walter Dawson, Emmanuel Edokobi, Enas Elhanafi, Bernadette Fitzsimmons, Jenny Freedman, Irma Hafeez, Christy Hoang, Harry Iceland, Luby Ismail, Abdul Karzai, Rayness Mayne, Kimberly Powell, Mark Puryear, Alexander Taku, and Lesley Vossen
 
Member excused: Ghiyath Nakshbendi and Kennedy Odzafi.
 
Members absent: Deepak Bansal, Jin Kim, Terry Van, and Rodney Webb.
 
Staff member: Bruce Adams
 
Guest: Peter Emeka Edokobi.
 
Nadine Benton, Vice Chair of the Committee for Ethnic Affairs Committee, convened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. by wishing everyone a Happy Lunar New Year and inviting each member attending the meeting to introduce themselves. Bruce Adams congratulated all of the County Executive’s new appointments to the Committee for being confirmed by the County Council on Tuesday. 
 
Approval of Minutes of January 3, 2008 meeting
Action: Committee approved the minutes of the January 3, 2008 meeting.
 
Subcommittee Reports
Culture & Humantites: Lesley Vossen reported that work is underway on the Fourth Annual Understanding Diversity Through the Arts project with an expectation of 16 to 18 middle schools. She reported the need for volunteers to support the project.
 
Community Relations: Nadine Benton reported on plans for the Houses of Worship Tour scheduled for the Fall. Enas Elhanafi and Luby Ismail reported the possibility of showing the “Cities of Light” video at Montgomery College in the Spring.
 
Political Education & Involvement: Mumin Barre reported that the subcommittee discussed four possible issues: (1) follow-up on issues from the Leadership Summits; (2) promote the effort to make County Boards, Committees, and Commissions reflect the diversity of the County; (3) hear from elected officials and organizations like the League of Women Voters; and (4) help get the word out to ethnic communities about how the County’s political process works. Enas Elhanafi suggested a brochure explaining the Committee for Ethnic Affairs and its subcommittees.
 
Economic Empowerment: Rayness Mayne reported that subcommittee members discussed the County Executive’s proposal to encourage loans to small businesses.
 
Immigration: Harry Iceland reported that the subcommittee discussed three possible areas for future projects: (1) needs of communities identified by the Leadership Summits; (2) collaboration with community groups; and (3) focus on the real issues of immigrant communities.
 
Kimberly Powell suggested working on the issue of human trafficking. 
 
Abdul Karzai noted the value of speaking at the ceremonies to swear in new citizens.
 
Update on Committee Vacancies
Bruce Adams reported that the County Executive is taking applications for Committee vacancies.
 
Upcoming Meetings
The Committee decided to begin the March 6 meeting with two rounds of subcommittee meetings from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. and 7:15 to 8 p.m. with the full Committee meeting from 8 to 8:45 p.m.
 
Rayness Mayne asked if the Committee could meet at the Gilchrist Center in the future. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of moving the September 4 meeting because of Ramadan but decided to leave it as scheduled. The Committee discussed whether to have a retreat in September and an end-of-year party in December, but decided to discuss these options in March when Chair Nakshbendi could be present.
 
New Business
Rayness Mayne stated that the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day ceremony was wonderful.
 
Josefina Beck asked about the possibility of an Ethnic Heritage Festival. Bruce Adams reported that he will be part of an upcoming meeting to discuss the possibility.
 
Mark Puryear announced the Arts and Humanities Council’s new Artists & Scholars Community Roster.
 
Vice Chair Nadine Benton reminded Committee members that the next regular meeting of the Committee will be on March 6, 2008 and adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
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