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P. Restrained individual: means an individual who is under control and is not actively resisting arrest by use
of intentional force that threatens serious bodily injury.

Q. Scene: The location(s) where force was utilized during an event.

R. Serious  Bodily Injury: Bodily injury that creates a substantial risk of death, causes a serious, permanent
disfigurement, or results in long term loss or impairment of any bodily member or organ.

S. Striking: Hitting forcibly and deliberately with: a weapon; a body part such as a hand, elbow, knee, or
foot; or any other implement.

T. Totality ofthe circumstances: All credible facts known to the law enforcement officer leading up to and at
the time of the use of force, including the actions of the person against whom the law enforcement officer
uses such force and the actions of the law enforcement officer.

U. Under control: In custody and in restraints, to include hand-cuffs, and/or is calm and non-combative that
it is clear and unambiguous that the subject is compliant.

III. Force Options

A. An officer may encounter situations that require not only the officer's presence, but some form of verbal or
non-verbal communication. This communication may take the form of providing information, giving
commands, physical gestures, or directions, asking or answering questions, conducting interviews, etc. It
may also take the form of issuing specific instructions to individuals or groups, dealing with arguments,
verbal assaults, or threats, handling disputes, disagreements, etc. The department recognizes that some
situations require the application of force.

B. A person need not strike or attempt to strike an officer to be considered a physical threat as long as an
officer has an objectively reasonable belief (verbal threats, verbal defiance, physical stance, etc.) that the
person is physically threatening and has the present ability to harm the officer or another. Examples of
actions or observations that may lead an officer to believe that a person is a threat include, but are not
limited to, clenched fists, displayed hostility or anger, verbal threats, aggressive stance, non-compliance,
and furtive movements, among other things. Under the law, officers are not obligated to retreat when
confronted with a threat. The department relies on the officer's judgment and discretion to employ
objectively reasonable and necessary force under each unique circumstance.

C. Authorized Use of Less Lethal Force
1. Less Lethal force, as defined herein, may be used if necessary and proportional in order to affect the

constitutionally permissible detention of an individual. Examples of such constitutional detentions
include, but are not limited to:

a. When the officer has probable cause to believe the individual has committed a criminal
offense;

b. To effect an investigative detention, or;
c. To effect service of an Emergency Evaluation Petition, Extreme Risk Protective Order, or

other similar civil order.

2. Less Lethal force may involve the use of defensive tactics (hands/body) and/or protective instruments.
3. Although the department issues authorized protective instruments, in exigent circumstances, officers

are not prohibited from using another object or instrument in order to protect themselves or others as
long as the object is used in accordance with the limitations on response to resistance/use of force
contained in this policy.
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D. Authorized Use of Deadly Force
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1. Officers may use deadly force if such force is necessary, as a last resort due to a lack of reasonable
and safe alternatives, to defend themselves or another person from what they reasonably believe is an
imminent threat of death or serious physical injury. Such force must not create substantial
unnecessary risk of injury to a third person. The United States Supreme Court has ruled that any use
of deadly force must be objectively reasonable.

2. Officers may only use deadly force against a fleeing person if:
A. Such force is necessary, as a last resort due to a lack of reasonable and safe alternatives, to
prevent imminent and serious bodily injury or death to the officer or another person;
B. the use of such force creates no substantial unnecessary risk of injury to a third person; and
C. reasonable suspicion exists that the fleeing person committed a felony that threatened or
resulted in death or serious bodily injuryf

E. Unauthorized Use of Force:
Officers are prohibited from the following:

1. Utilizing a neck or carotid restraint against an individual unless the use of deadly force would be
authorized;

2. Shooting at a moving vehicle unless the vehicle is being used as a weapon and/or the circumstances
would authorize the use of deadly force. Officers are prohibited from intentionally placing
themselves in the path of a moving vehicle where an officer's use of deadly force would be the
probable outcome. When confronted by an oncoming vehicle, officers will move out of its path, if
possible, rather than fire at the vehicle.;

3. Shooting from a moving vehicle unless circumstances would authorize the use of deadly force,

4. Striking a restrained individual, or;

5. Firing warning shots.

F. Factors to Consider when Employing Force in Response to Resistance:
Factors to be considered in determining the necessary level of force include the "Graham Factors" as
listed below:

1. The seriousness of the crime or suspected offense;
2. The level of threat or resistance presented by the subject;
3. Whether the subject was posing an immediate threat to officers or a danger to the community;

And the following non-exhaustive list of factors should also be considered when evaluating the totality 
of the circumstances: 

4. The potential for injury to bystanders, officers or subjects;
5. The risk or apparent attempt by the subject to escape;
6. Pre-assault indicators -- The subject's actions and statements (as reasonably perceived by the

officer at the time);
7. The time available to an officer to make a decision;
8. The training and experience of the officer;
9. The availability of and proximity or access to weapons by the subject;
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B. All officers who use these devices must ensure that any person struck with a projectile and in custody
receives a prompt medical evaluation by emergency medical services and, if necessary, treatment at a
hospital. Officers will request that the appropriate emergency medical service provider transport the
person. If emergency medical services refuses to transport the person an on-scene supervisor will ensure
the person is transported to the hospital by an officer, and the refusal is documented in an incident report.
Photos of all injuries will be taken.

VIL Custody and Transport Responsibilities 

A. Important Considerations
Officers must be mindful of certain indicators and/or conditions when detaining or arresting a person. The
following conditions and/or indicators may potentially contribute to sudden unexpected death following
extreme physical exertion and/or restraint;
I. Excited Delirium: State of extreme mental and physiological excitement, characterized by extreme

agitation, hyperthermia, epiphora, hostility, exceptional strength, and endurance without fatigue.
2. Alcohol or drug use/abuse
3. Obesity
4. Display of erratic/psychotic behavior
5. Incoherent speech
6. State of agitation
7. Subject intentionally injuring themselves
8. Subject disrobing or naked
Officers must recognize these factors and closely monitor a subject in custody in the aftermath of a
struggle when one or more of the above indicators are present and the scene is secure, and the safety of the
officers and bystanders is no longer at risk.

B. Officers must take appropriate measures so that the individual being transported is able to breathe without
restriction and if possible should lay the subject on their side or seated in an upright position. Officers
must avoid transporting subjects in a face-down position whenever possible.

C. Medical Emergencies
1. Officers must immediately summon emergency medical assistance if the subject exhibits or complains

of trouble breathing, becomes unresponsive, exhibits reduced levels of consciousness, or if in the
officer's opinion the subject requires evaluation or medical treatment.

2. Officers shall render medical aid, consistent with their training, as soon as practical and safe to do so.

D. Medical Treatment
Officers and supervisors shall provide and obtain medical treatment consistent with their training as soon
as it is safe and practical for individuals:
1. Who show signs of injury as a result of any use of force.
2. Who request medical attention.
3. When the officer or supervisor reasonably believes an individual is in need of medical attention as a

result of any use of force.
4. Who show obvious signs that chemical restraint may be necessary.

a. Officers must specifically request an Advanced Life Support Unit (ALS). ALS units carry
medication which can assist in treating individuals suffering from excited or agitated delirium.

5. Who have been exposed to an ECW (emergency medical services providers are an appropriate level
of care; hospital/emergency medical center visit may not be required.)

E. Tactical Medics
I. Tactical Medics of the Emergency Services Unit (ESU) will meet the requirement of on-scene medical

treatment, when deployed with the Tactical Section on high risk incidents such as raids, Emergency
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Response Team (ERT) incidents, and other Tactical Section Operations. During the course of these 
operations, Tactical Medics may perform initial treatment and evaluation of injured or ill persons in 
accordance with Maryland Medical Protocols established by the Maryland Institute for Emergency 
Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS). Tactical Medics will also document any refusal of medical 
treatment and/or transport according to Maryland Medical Protocols. If a higher level of medical care 
or transport to a medical facility is required, the Tactical Medic will facilitate requesting any additional 
medical resources. 

2. Decentralized Tactical Medics working in their primary duty assignment (not supporting the Tactical
Section) will summons on-scene medical assistance for individuals who require medical treatment as
the result of any use of force.

F. Medical treatment will not be refused for any individual who requests it.

G. If safety circumstances reasonably dictate moving the subject to another location, officers may have
emergency medical services personnel meet the officers at a nearby location to assess the subject and
render aid.

VIII. Use of Force Reporting Requirements

All uses of force must be submitted on an MCP37 and be documented on an incident report. If multiple 

officers use force on an event, each officer's use of force must be articulable on its own merits. Each 
officer who uses force is ordered to accurately and completely report the use of force on an incident or 
supplemental report by the end of their tour of duty. 

Exception: An officer who uses 
1. deadly force,
2. force that causes death or serious injury, or
3. discharges their firearm in any other incident (other than destroying seriously injured or aggressive 

wildlife or in training), will not complete an incident report. Another officer will complete the incident 
report in these cases. 

A. When to Report Use of Force or Firearms Discharge
The MCP 37 will be completed in the following circumstances (refer to Appendix A):
I. Anytime force is used to counteract a physical struggle.
2. Following the use of any force which results in an injury to an individual.
3. When an individual claims to have been injured as a result of use of force.
4. Whenever force is applied using a protective instrument.
5. Whenever a firearm is discharged other than authorized target practice.
6. Whenever a department canine inflicts injury on any subject or suspect in conjunction with a canine

deployment.
7. Anytime an officer is assaulted or ambushed.

B. One Subject - One MCP 37
When multiple officers are involved in a response to resistance/use of force incident with one subject, it
will be considered a single event for reporting purposes. Only one MCP 37 is needed unless more officers
are involved than can be documented on a single MCP 37; in that case, additional MCP 37s must be
completed. However, each officer involved in using force, and the force used by each officer, must be
documented on the MCP37.

C. Multiple Subjects - Multiple MCP 37s
When response to resistance/force is used against more than one subject in an incident, a separate MCP
37 must be completed for each subject.
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