SSUDAC Meeting Summary
December 17th, 2015
Members Present: Brian Abramson, Carmen Camacho, Don Hague, Daniel Morales, Amy Poisson, Mel Tull
Members Absent: Mussie Betre, Diana Brown, Dan Figueroa
Call to Order and Introductions: 
· Mr. Brian Abramson, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m.
· The committee unanimously voted to approve the November meeting summary for the record.

Reports:
Police Briefing & Crime Report

Joy Patil, Montgomery County Police, 3rd District
· A six-week overview of crime in the Central Business District was presented.
· While there are no specific crime trends, robberies were the most frequent crime in the time period discussed, including residential burglaries, thefts from vehicles and stolen vehicles.

Bus Rapid Transit & The Purple Line

Joanna Conklin, MCG DOT; Tamika Gauvin MTA; Monica Meade, MTA
· Ms. Conklin provided an overview of the proposed bus rapid transit (BRT) plan for Montgomery County.
· BRT provides numerous advantages over traditional rail transit options, including cost effectiveness and efficiency/flexibility.

· The Silver Spring Master Plan contains guidelines for BRT implementation that should be used to guide development.
· DOT has identified ten recommended corridors for possible BRT implementation and is conducting studies on three areas currently: MD 355, US Route 29 and MD 586 (Viers Mill Rd).
· Ms. Gauvin provided an overview of the US 29 BRT study, including the need for improved transit and mobility options in a high density traffic area currently served by MTA, WMATA and Ride On.

· The study will run from Winter 2015 through Winter 2019.

· All studies include numerous public outreach events, including individual Corridor Advisory Committees as well as public open houses and stakeholder meetings.
· Ms. Meade provided a brief update on the status of the Purple Line project. The project has received approval from Governor Hogan and will move forward as planned. The current project timeline has been projected through 2021.
16th St. Circle Update
Matt Verghese, Office of Councilmember Tom Hucker
· Mr. Verghese briefly discussed the history and numerous issues involved with the 16th St. traffic circle encompassing the boundaries between D.C. and Montgomery County.

· The current plan as outlined by Mr. Verghese, is to focus on both long and short-term solutions for the circle. Short-term solutions include addressing signaling or marking and signage issues, while long-term efforts include adding additional intersections and signing an updated Memorandum of Understanding between the County and D.C. agencies responsible for maintenance of the circle.

Silver Spring Urban District Report

Richard Bingham, Chief of Operations, Silver Spring Urban District
· Four Urban District Public Service Aide positions are currently vacant, and SSUD staff members will move forward with interviews in the coming weeks.

· The updated job posting for the vacant Public Service Worker II position will be advertised on the County’s website pending final approval of the posting by HR. The Urban District also has an Equipment Operator vacancy that has not been submitted for exemption and advertisement.
Regional Area Director’s Report
Reemberto Rodriguez, Director, Silver Spring Regional Center
· Mr. Rodriguez distributed Visit Montgomery’s new map of downtown Silver Spring’s landmarks and points of interest to committee members.
· Neighborhood Works America will be hosting a 2-day workshop on the subject of urbanized suburbs, including Silver Spring.
Meeting was adjourned at 4:58 p.m.
