Silver Spring Urban District Advisory Committee

Meeting Summary
 April 19, 2012

Call to Order and 

Introductions:
A monthly meeting of the Silver Spring Urban District Advisory Committee was held on April 19, 2012.  The meeting convened at 3:45 p.m., Chairperson Julie Statland presiding.
Members Present:
Ernest Bland, Carmen Camacho, Jessica Evans, Tiffany Graham-Golden, Don Hague, Julie Statland, Kay Weston


Members Not in

Attendance:
Jon Lourie, Yuri Van Mierlo, Melvin Tull
Motion:
Motion was made by Julie Statland and seconded by Ernest Bland to approve the minutes of the March 16, 2012 meeting. Motion carried by majority of members present.
Reports:
Lt. Robert Carter, Deputy Commander, MCPD 3rd District
Police Report:

· Lt. Carter reported that there have been a number of complaints about people loitering around the Galaxy Complex pool hall at City Place Mall.  Complaints have been filed with the liquor board about the noise and problems. The police have spoken to the owners about the problems and the owners are trying to rectify the problems. Lt. Carter suggested that the Silver Spring Advisory Committee send a letter of concern about the Galaxy issues. 
· Montgomery County Council has suggested that the rookie class over the next two years should have at least 60 candidates; which would help with staffing the downtown Silver Spring area.  As of now there are two plain clothes officers dedicated to the downtown Silver Spring area.
Rich Romer, Legislative Aide
Office of Montgomery County Councilmember Valerie Ervin:
· Mr. Romer reported the County Council is scheduled to make final decisions on the County’s FY13 operating budget on May 17, 2012.  He noted that Montgomery County’s budget is somewhat dependent on the State’s budget. Montgomery County is proposing to extend the energy tax increase, rather than sunsetting in FY13. This would provide additional revenue of $114.6 million in FY13 and $712 million over the next six-year period.
· The County Executive has reached agreements with the three County employee unions. (UFCW Local 1994/MCGEO, FOP Lodge 35, and IAFF Local 1664).
· Park and Planning will have a 5 ½ % increase in their budget.
· The increase in parking rates will be delayed until January 1, 2013.
· The Bike Share program has been moved to the Department of Transportation.
· CUPF budget will be $183,000 with $100,000 for building improvements and $83,000 for equipment and maintenance. 
· Part of the teacher pension’s costs may be shifted over to the County. 
· The operations budget for Montgomery County will be voted on May 24, 2012.
· Mr. Romer stated that the county may have to revise the budget based on the fact that the State budget is not finalized.
The Advisory Committee informed Mr. Romer of their concerns with the changes in the parking fees and the fact that there would not be free parking on Saturday’s.  They felt that this would deter people from visiting downtown Silver Spring. Mr. Romer said he would convey this concern to the County.
Yvette Freeman, Chief of Operations, SSUD
Urban District Report:
· Ms. Freeman is working with Silver Spring Green on trash receptacles designated for recycling and is in the process of determining what type of art rendering will be placed on them.
The Advisory Committee stated that they would like to know the cost before anything is finalized.  The Advisory Committee is concerned with the amount of time it is taking to hire more Red Shirts and feel they are getting conflicting messages about the hiring and the budget for the Urban District.  They were informed that monies were not being spent and if not spent would be lost in next year’s budget. The Committee would like transparency and openness as to the allocation of dollars. Ms. Freeman and Mr. Rodriguez informed the Committee of the administrative procedures required to hire new employees and the fiscal procedures for the spending of funds.
Reemberto Rodriguez, Director, SSRC

Regional Center Report: 
· Mr. Rodriguez informed the Advisory Committee that the Committee Evaluation and Review Board is requesting that he complete a report stating the function, structure, staff impact and effectiveness of certain boards, and committees.  Mr. Rodriguez requested assistance from the Advisory Committee.  Committee member Mr. Ernest Bland agreed to draft a letter in response to this request.
Julie Statland made motion for the meeting to be adjourned, which was seconded by Ms. Carmen Camacho.
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
