Silver Spring Urban District Advisory Committee

Meeting Summary
 February 16, 2012

Call to Order and 

Introductions:
A monthly meeting of the Silver Spring Urban District Advisory Committee was held in the Civic Building, Silver Spring, Maryland, on February 16, 2012.  The meeting convened at 3:40 p.m., Chairperson Julie Statland presiding.
Members Present:
Ernest Bland, Jessica Evans, Don Hague, Jon Lourie, Julie Statland, Melvin Tull, Kay Weston


Members Not in

Attendance:
Carmen Camacho, Tiffany Graham-Golden, Yuri Van Mierlo
Motion:
Motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2012 meeting. Motion carried by majority of members present.
Chair’s Report:
Julie Statland will be attending the Montgomery County Budget Forum on February 23, 2012. She requested that the committee approve three issues representing the priorities for the Urban District budget, see below. 

Motion:
The Silver Spring Advisory Committee moved to adopt three issues representing the priorities for the Urban District Budget. The motion was seconded by Ernest Bland. The motion was carried by majority of members present. 

The three priority issues are:

· Fully fund Montgomery County’s Police Department, 3rd District staffing budget.
· Fund a robust Silver Spring Urban District budget for Red Shirts, vehicles, and maintenance of sidewalks and trees.
· Fund the Civic Building’s budget for maintenance, security and expanded hours.
Reports:
Mr. David Dise, Director, Department of General Services
Montgomery County Government:

Mr. Dise, via phone conference reported that the operating budget for facilities management has been cut by 50% over the past three years for all County facilities. The Department of General Services is seeking for an increase in general custodial services and maintenance for all facilities.
· The Civic Building’s general facilities maintenance staff has been cut by 3/4. The County Executive has asked the Department of General Services to provide   information on how maintenance services can be restored.
· Library/AFI – Due to budget cuts these facilities are in a “break-fix mode.” 

· The Transit Center work is progressing. The County is working with the contractor to determine what’s needed to address issues with the concrete and establish a new completion date. 

Lieutenant Robert Carter, Deputy Commander, MCPD 3rd District
Police Report:

· Lt. Carter reported that 22 officers graduated from the Police Academy. Fourteen officers were assigned to Silver Spring, which will still leave the 3rd
 District ten officers short to fulfill its mission.
Yvette Freeman, Chief of Operations, SSUD
Urban District Report:

· Ms. Freeman reported that she is working with the Office of Management and Budget and Office of Human Resources to support the process of hiring more Red Shirts.
· The DOCR/SSUD “Weekender” program has allowed the Silver Spring Urban District to raise its standards of cleanliness in the downtown area.
· It is anticipated that no dollars will be taken away from the Silver Spring Urban District in the 2013 budget.
· Pavement issues – the Red Shirts are attempting to address ongoing pavement repairs.
Reemberto Rodriguez, Director, SSRC

Regional Center Report: 
· The County has begun talking with developer communities to explore how the development process can be streamlined, from licensing to the end of the project. 
· Mr. Rodriguez is working with various communities to consider the impact that the Purple Line will have on small businesses and property owners along the route of the new Purple Line.
· Mr. Rodriguez is working on various parking issues throughout downtown Silver Spring.
· Mr. Rodriguez had a meeting with the seven outdoor market operators from the broader Silver Spring area to determine if they could benefit from creating a common marketing message. 
· The RFP deadline submittal for the operation and management of the public market at Veteran’s Plaza was January 30, 2012.
New Business/Emerging Issues
Mr. Melvin Tull would like the Silver Spring Advisory Committee to be involved in any meetings pertaining to parking and garage issues.  It was suggested that the Silver Spring Advisory Committee put together the questions they want answered.
Mr. Jon Lourie queried about utility companies that are doing work on the streets and not being held responsible for doing the work correctly. The Silver Spring Advisory Committee agreed that any commercial entity that disrupts any Urban District sidewalk, road or driveway should be responsible for its repair. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.
